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April there began a second siege of Paris. It lasted only five
weeks, but it caused far more bloodshed and destruction than
the five months of the German siege. On 2ist May the troops
found an unguarded gate and swarmed into the city. In the
course of the seven days' street battle (La Semaine *Sanglante)
which followed, there were no fewer than 17,000 casualties. In
a frenzy of despair, the Communards set fire to the Tuileries,
the Louvre, the Palais-Royal and the Law Courts, and the
Seine ran between walls of fire. The Archbishop of Paris was
killed while trying to stop the carnage ; the hostages were shot;
the troops refused all quarter. When the last of the rebels were
rounded up, 13,000 of them were deported to Guiana, and the
revolutionary party lay crushed.
§ 154. recovery and reorganisation.—As soon as this
fearful crisis was over Thiers set about the tremendous task of
building up from the ruins of the Second Empire a stable
government based on sound finances and a reliable system of
national defence. His first aim was to liberate the soil from the
presence of ex-enemy troops. The Treaty of Frankfort,
ratified a few days after the collapse of the Commune, gave
France three years in which to pay off the war-indemnity of
five milliards of francs (approximately £200,000,000), and the
German Army of Occupation was to be withdrawn in stages
proportionate to the amount forthcoming each year. But so
ready was the response of the nation to the Government's call
for loans that two milliards were paid off in 1871, and twenty
times that amount was offered in the following year, with the
result that the Germans were cleared out over a year before the
specified time. This was a triumphant manifestation of the
wealth, vitality and patriotism of the French nation; and
Germany, having hoped to reduce France to helpless exhaustion
for decades, was not a little chagrined. It was largely due to the
energy of Thiers, who well deserved the honourable designation
of " Liberator of the Fatherland " bestowed on him by the
Assembly.

